
Attention Flint Gardeners
Free Soil Lead Screening on Monday, May 4th

The Michigan Department 
of Health and Human 
Services (MDHHS) is 
holding a SoilSHOP at the 
following place and time:

Where: Frances Willson Thompson Library, 3rd Floor (303 E. Kearsley St. 
Flint, MI 48502)
When: Monday, May 4th 2pm-5pm (Samples may be dropped off from 
April 27th – May 1st between 12pm-5pm at the 3rd floor circulation desk. 
Otherwise, samples may be brought on May 4th from 3pm-5pm)

What is a SoilSHOP?
A SoilSHOP is an event where you can bring soil from your garden or play area in your yard to be screened 
for lead at no cost. Results will be available soon after the soil is screened. MDHHS staff will be available 
to explain ways you can limit your exposure to lead in soil.

How do I collect a soil sample for the SoilSHOP?
Read through these instructions before beginning. 
Consider wearing garden gloves because they can help 
to limit exposure to bacteria and contaminants that 
might be in the soil. Wash soil off your hands when you 
finish each of the steps.

Identify areas for soil collection. Identify the area or 
areas where you want to collect samples. How you 
collect soil in a food garden will be different than in a 
play area. Plan to keep the samples from different areas 
separate.

Also, if there is an area close to your house where you 
want to collect samples, keep those samples separate 
from areas further from the house.

Collect soil. Collect several small samples from five to 
10 random spots in each area.  For areas where you 
garden, collect soil from the surface down to about 6 
inches deep. For play areas, collect soil from the 
surface down to about 2 inches deep.

For each area, mix the samples together in a bucket or 
bowl so you have at least two to three cups of soil for 
that area. Do not mix samples from different areas 
together. If you are collecting soil from three separate 
areas, you will need to have three separate containers 
in which you mix the samples. Keep track of the areas 
in your yard where you collected the soil because later 
you will label these samples.
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Prepare and dry soil. Remove rocks, 
roots and plants, including grass and 
leaves. Let the soil dry naturally by air. 
Do not use a flame, oven, or hair dryer 
to dry the soil. 

Bag and label samples. Transfer two to 
three cups of the dry mixed soil into a 
clean quart-sized zip bag. Label with the 
location of the sample and total number 
of spots where soil was collected. 

Bring soil to the SoilSHOP for your free 
and quick soil lead screening.
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This video also explains how to take a soil sample: bit.ly/Soil-Sample.
If you have questions about collecting a sample for the SoilSHOP, please call 800-648-6942.
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Soil Lead Screenings

Tools
garden 
gloves

trowel

bucket 
or bowl

measuring 
cup

quart zip 
bag

permanent 
marker

Play
Area
2 inches

Play AreaGarden 
Area
6 inches

Garden Area

Stir samples 
together and dry. 
You can spread out 
each sample in a 
box to speed up 
the drying 
process.

Remove rocks, 
roots and plants.

Transfer two to three 
cups to a quart-sized zip 
bag.

Label bag with 
location and number 
of spots sampled.

The Michigan Department of Health and Human Services (MDHHS) does not 
discriminate against any individual or group on the basis of race, national 
origin, color, sex, disability, religion, age, height, weight, familial status, 
partisan considerations, or genetic information. Sex-based discrimination 
includes, but is not limited to, discrimination based on sexual orientation, 
gender identity, gender expression, sex characteristics, and pregnancy.
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